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from the Government, disapproving of the manner in which the anti-
Asiatic agitation is being carried on at Potchefstroom and to an assurance
that their persons and property will be fully protected. Probably the
Government may be aware that the Potchefstroom Vigilance Association,
and such other bodies in the Colony, carry on the agitation with a view,
as they have stated, to strengthen the hands of the Government, who,
they say, are prepared to fall in with their "Demands" and who are in
their opinion at present engaged in negotiations with the Home Govern-
ment having that end in view.

My Association cannot conceive that such can be the intentions of
the Government, but in its humble opinion the absence of a clear declara-
tion to the contrary by the Government is likely to be misinterpreted
and thereby to accentuate the violence of the agitation.

My Association, therefore, trusts that the Government will be pleased
to take such steps as may be necessary for protecting the rights of the inoffen-
sive British Indians in Potchefstroom and other towns in the colony.

/ have the honour to be,

Sir,

Tour obedient servant,
ABDOOL GANI

CHAIRMAN,
BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION
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319. THE NATAL MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS BILL
We have before us the Natal Government Gazette of the 21st February,
1905, containing a "Bill to amend and consolidate the law relating to the
Municipal Corporations". We give in another column the clauses that
bear directly or indirectly on the British Indian question. This will be
the second attempt of the Government to introduce this Bill and pass
it into law. The definitions given of the terms "Coloured person" and
"uncivilised races" are very unsatisfactory, and are calculated to incorpo-
rate into the Bill the mischief that has been already created by the defini-
tion of "Coloured person". According to the Bill, the term includes,
among others, "any Hottentot, Coolie, Bushman or Lascar". Now the
terms "coolie" and "lascar" themselves require defining, and it is exceed-
ingly dangerous to leave their interpretation to the administrators of the
measure, from the Attorney-General down to Kaffir policemen. How,
for instance, is a Kaffir policeman to know who is a "coolie" and who
a "lascar"? Why, again, should the term "coolie" be at all retained in
the Bill, when it is well known how offensive it has become?
The definition of the term "uncivilised races" is an insult to the
Indians concerned, and more so to their descendants. An infallible test
of civilisation is that a man claiming to be civilised should be an intelligent